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    16000 Rippling Water Drive                              Houston, TX   77084                            281.463.2330                                            bearcreekumc.org 

turning strangers into friends,                  
friends into family,                                                   

and family into saints of God  

         

       December 22-25, 2013 

      

Lead Pastor 

Grace and peace, 

   Christmas Day  

    Christmas Eve  

                        5:00pm    Family Service  in the Sanctuary 

  7:00pm    Contemporary Service in Fellowship Hall 

  9:00pm    Traditional Services in the Sanctuary 

 11:00pm  Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion, candlelight and music will be featured at 
 all Christmas Eve services.  

 
 
 

10:30am  Lay-led Service in Fellowship Hall  

 

Ready for a Break at the Lake?     

 

    Are you longing for a respite after the holidays?  Mark your 
calendar for our church’s Break at the Lake,  January 24-26, at 
Lakeview Conference Center near Palestine.   For the third year,  
Dr. Jonathan Bynum and his wife Lea will lead this family retreat 
in the beautiful piney woods of east Texas.  
  What can you anticipate?  Be prepared for games, relaxation, 
worship, and just having time together with your own family and 
your church family. In fact, maybe you never knew that being 
part of the church was so much fun.  
  Break at the Lake is for all ages and every 
person is welcome. Each family, couple, or 
single will have their own private, dorm-style 
room.  A brochure with additional details, 
including schedule and cost, is available in 
the church office or at bearcreekumc.org.   
  If you have any questions, feel free to ask 
Jonathan or Lea.  They would love to see you 
there! 

 

 

SCHEDULE NOTE:   The Bear Creek UMC office will be closed 

Tuesday, December 24 through Friday, December 27 for Christmas 
holidays and Tuesday, December 31 and Wednesday, January 1 for 
the New Year’s holidays.  If you would like your contribution to be 
counted in 2013 for tax purposes, it must be given to the church by 
Monday,  December 30 or postmarked by Tuesday, December 31, 
2013.  The staff wishes you a joyous Christmas and blessed 2014!   

Oh, what fun it was to sing . . .     
 

 H-E-B at 4955 Highway 6 North was the place to be on Saturday, 
December 14, when Bear Creek UMC members assembled for a flash 
mob. Coordinated by Matt Wallace, Leslie Nollsch and Pam Anthes, 
participants posed as shoppers, then burst into song and moved to 
the front of the store to delight the crowd.  
 To watch the video, edited by Christian Rumscheidt, visit 
youtube.com/user/bearcreekumc.  

By the way . . .  

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM BEAR CREEK UMC SCHOOL 
  

 Bear Creek United Methodist Church School 
has a very limited number of openings for stu-
dents, beginning in January 2014.  
 Featuring a developmentally-appropriate 
program for children in a Christian environment, 
BCUMCS has been a leading preschool in this 
community for 30 years. The school serves chil-
dren from infant/toddler through 4-year-olds in 

its preschool program.   
 The school also offers a transition class for youngsters who need 
an additional year to grow before entering kindergarten. The kinder-
garten class enjoys a special year of magic with small student/teacher 
ratios, individualized instruction, and many special events and units of 
study. 
 

 Parents, please call the school office at 281-463-2969 to join now 
and qualify for pre-registration in January for currently enrolled stu-
dents.  Public registration for the 2014-2015 school year will be Tues-
day, February 11, 2014.   
 For more information or to schedule a tour, call the school office 
or email BCUMCS at school@bearcreekumc.org. 

 On November 10 we voted to accept the five prescrip-
tions of the Vibrant Church Initiative, the Conference-
sponsored process in which Bear Creek UMC is currently 
engaged to bring renewal to our church.  
 Our first deadline was November 30: to develop a Com-
munity Connection Strategy Team to reach our mission 
field within a two-mile radius. That group includes Martha Snyder, Wes 
Robertson, Susan Congers, and Donna and Brent Phelps. Becky French and 
Nancy Vickers from the VCI Team are assisting them. Their initial task is to 
be in conversation with constables, apartment managers, home owner 
association presidents, and school administrators, getting to know the 
people and their needs right around us.  
 Ultimately, we will build a relationship — building strategy into every-
thing we do. Please continue to pray for our VCI efforts. Keep in mind that 
by December 31 we will form a Guest and New Member Follow-Up Team. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/bearcreekumc


 

 

Sunday, December 22 
8:15am       Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
9:40am   Contemporary Worship Service FH 
11:00am   Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
12:15pm   Young Adults Meeting FH Library 
5:00pm   The ATTIC Christmas Party  Off Site  
 

Monday, December 23 
9:00am   Pew Angels  Sanctuary  
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Office Closed 
5:00pm   Christmas Eve Family Service Sanctuary 
7:00pm   Christmas Eve  Worship Service FH 
9:00pm   Christmas Eve Worship Service Sanctuary 
11:00pm   Christmas Eve Worship Service Sanctuary  

 

Wednesday, December 25 

Office Closed 
10:30pm   Lay-led Worship Service FH 
 

Thursday, December 26 
Office Closed 
 

Friday, December 27 
 

Office Closed 
 

Saturday, December 28 

 

 

Sunday, December 29 
8:15am        Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
9:40am   Contemporary Worship Service FH 
11:00am   Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
 
 

 

 
FH=Fellowship Hall, FLC=Family Life Center      

This Week at Bear Creek 

 

 

Are you a first-time visitor?   A special gift awaits!  
 

     If you are visiting Bear Creek United Methodist Church for the first 
time, please stop by the Welcome Center in the Courtyard after the 
service to receive a 12-ounce ceramic coffee mug, paired with a spoon 
that fits through the  handle.   
     Our latest mug features the new Bear Creek UMC logo, set against a 
sleek black exterior. The mug’s interior and spoon are 
bright red.  
    Additional mugs are available for $5 each in the 
BCUMC office, Welcome Center or HeBrews Coffee 
House.  Proceeds allow Bear Creek UMC to give mugs to 
our first-time guests. 

 

 
 

 

The lectionary readings for December 22 are: 
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801); 

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

The lectionary readings for December 29 are: 
Isaiah 63:7-9;  Psalm 148 (UMH 861); 

Hebrews 2:10-18;  Matthew2:13-23 

 

 

Assistance needed to keep Prayer Pages current 
 

     If you submitted a concern for the Prayer Pages, your help is need-
ed to update that person’s status, especially in the ever-changing 
long-term listings of “Military,” “Those Battling Cancer,” and 
“Continued Prayers.”  
      Please email receptionist@bearcreekumc.org or call the Bear 
Creek UMC office at 281.463.2330 with the latest  information.     

 Kick start the new year by taking ad-
vantage of a unique opportunity to become a 
stronger witness for Christ physically, mental-
ly, and spiritually!  Run for God  is part Bible 
study and part training program.   

 Run for God’s primary goal is to learn to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ while under-
standing the parallels of running and faith.  
Participants, ages 7 years and older, can po-

tentially run their first 5K race in just 12 weeks and learn how the sport 
of running relates to their faith.  

 For more information or to register, please contact:  Norene Lowery 
at nvlowery@pelmel.net or 832.768.0491,  or Charity Bell at char-
ityannbell@gmailcom  or 713.899.9096.  Registration will take place 
January 2-12.  Classes are set for Tuesdays at 7:00pm, January 28 to 
April 29 on campus at Bear Creek UMC, and  training days will vary indi-
vidually.  Please note: walkers are welcome.   

 The cost for a Run For God  5K Challenge student book and T-shirt  
is $40.  The entry fee for the 5K race will be determined.  Visit the na-
tional website at RUNFORGOD.com.   

 Ladies, save the date(s) for James: Mercy Triumphs   

 

 A new women’s Bible study entitled James: Mercy Triumphs starts 
Sunday, January 12,  and will meet from 5:00 to 7:00pm, every Sunday 
through March 2, in the Bear Creek UMC Library.  
 Authored by Beth Moore, the study forces individuals to face the 
implications of faith and offers  inspiration to put faith into action in prac-
tical ways while getting to know both the man and The Letter of James.  
Participants will explore such concepts as joy, hardship, faith, wisdom, 
single-mindedness, the tongue, humility, prayer and more. 
 To register, please call 281.463.2330 or email Marilyn Wetzel at wet-
zel.marilyn@yahoo.com.  

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION FROM HNwCC 
 

 As 2013 draws to a close, Houston Northwest Community Center 
extends a big THANK YOU to Bear Creek UMC for your support, prayers 
and encouragement.  HNwCC would not be where it is today without 
your assistance and most importantly, facilities from which to operate 
across the parking lot of BCUMC.   
 This year more than 400 adults attended English as a Second Lan-
guage and GED programs. On any given morning and most evenings, 
these students can be found in the Ministry Village, working hard and 
learning. 
 Our Community Food Pantry serves over 100 families each month — 
and that number continues to grow.  We are grateful for the initiative of 
Keller Williams Realtors and BCUMC member, Janet Bryant, who collect-
ed winter coats for HNWCC to distribute to children and adults in need.   
 Many of you continue to ask about volunteering for ReVision, the 
juvenile outreach program at the Leadership Academy on Katy Hockley 
and FM 529. Two dozen potential mentors have expressed interest and 
half are  fully trained to visit with teens who are incarcerated at the 
Academy.  Training takes place each month and there are dozens of 
opportunities to help.     
 Your gifts, food donations, volunteer time, and participation at our 
recent Boots, Buckles and Bolos Gala have made 2013 a special year. We 
appreciate your help in enabling HNwCC to make a difference in our com-
munity…one life at a time!   
 
 

                            Houston Northwest Community Center Board of Directors 

HEADS UP!    
 

A new Bear Creek UMC Photo Directory is in the  
works. Please visit bearcreekumc.org to schedule  

your photo session in February.  

mailto:nvlowery@pelmel.net
mailto:charityannbell@gmail.com
http://www.runforgod.com/
mailto:wetzel.marilyn@yahoo.comto
mailto:wetzel.marilyn@yahoo.comto


 

 

Be sure to bring your Bible  
and offering each Sunday! 

 

 

Youth Sunday Morning 

The Edge (Youth News)
To be added to the list for our electronic youth 
newsletter, please contact youth@bearcreekumc.org.  

Children’s Sunday Morning 

Children’s 
Ministries 

 

Sunday Mornings 
 

8:00am-12:00pm  
Nursery (Birth - 2 Years)  
 

11:00am-12:00pm  
Lil’ Church  
(Age 3 Years - 1st Grade)  
Education Building, Room 11 
 

Sunday School  
(2nd - 5th Grade)  
Family Life Center, Room 214  
 

Special Needs-Jesus and Me Ministry  
Children with special needs may enroll in BCUMC’s Jesus and Me Ministry, a 
personalized Sunday school program based on individual /family needs. For 
more information, contact Gaylynn Brewer at 281.463.2330. 

The Attic (Amazing Teens Together In Christ) 
Mark your calendar for Sundays, 5:00 to 7:00pm in the    p 
Fellowship Hall for fellowship, fun and worship. For  
more information about specific plans,  check out  
The Edge.   

 

9:30 and 11:00am                                     

 

 Junior High in FLC 205-206    
 

 9:30am  
Senior High in FLC 207-209  

 
 9:30 Sunday School Classes  

Age  2 Nursery  

Age 3 FLC 201B  

Age 4-K FLC 202  

1st-2nd FLC 217  

 3rd  Grade FLC 216  

4th-5th Grade FLC 203  

                            For more information about Youth and Children’s Ministries, contact youth@bearcreekumc.org.

A volunteer opportunity for young adults 
 

 Cypress Area Young Life is looking for college-age volunteers with a 
heart for Christ and teenagers.  If you would like to spend some time 
with kids from Cy-Falls, Cy-Fair, Cy-Woods, or Langham Creek high 
schools,  please contact Kyle Boles at the YL office at 281.587.9595. 

Is “cook” one of your titles? 
  

     The Youth Group is looking for parents and other adult 
volunteers to provide supper for a group of 20 on Sun-
days around 5:00pm.   
 

      Meal suggestions include hamburgers, hot dogs, tacos, 
pizza, cold cut or grilled cheese sandwiches, and 
munchies such as chips or carrot and celery sticks with 
salsa or dips. Help serving the meal is appreciated, but 
not required.   
       To sign up, email youth@bearcreekumc.org.   

Earn Kroger Community Rewards for BCUMC Youth 
  

 Did you know that shopping at Kroger can now benefit our children 
and youth? If you already have a Kroger Plus card, please register online 
at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. Simply enter the number 83014 

and click “confirm.” A percentage of each sale will help 
fund Bear Creek UMC’s scholarships.  
 If you use your phone number at the register, call 
800.576.4377 and select Option 4 to obtain your Plus 
Card number.  In order for each purchase to count, you 
must swipe your Kroger Plus card or use your alternate 
ID when shopping. If you do not have a Kroger Plus 
card, please stop by the Customer Service Desk at any 
Kroger store.   

Have you heard about Lil’ Church?   
 

 Nursery Director Gaylynn Brewer reports that thanks to many an-
swered prayers, a new Lil’ Chapel Room recently opened in Room 11 of the 
Education Building.  Signs point the way.   
 Years ago, Lil’ Church began as a Sunday class for 3-year-olds to first-
graders, with the purpose of preparing children for what to expect in 
“Big” Church. Volunteers taught our children how to sit still, hold a Bible, 
sing a hymn, and collect the offering.  There was also a “Word of the Day” 
and a Bible verse. Prayers and praises were discussed each week and pray-
er was offered for each other.  The lil’ service included an usher, acolyte, 
and a choir of any person who wanted to stand up and sing. Children also 
worked very hard to learn The Lord’s Prayer.  
 Although nursery staff will teach Lil’ Church each week, the class 
needs adults to help it run smoothly.  To volunteer, please contact 
Gaylynn Brewer at 281.463.2330 or gaylynnb@bearcreekumc.org. 

 
 
 
 
    

         For all youth and their parents . . .  
        YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY  

      A  potluck dinner and gift exchange!  
        Sunday, December 22  
        5:00pm - 7:00pm 
           Steve and Christine Kalmbach’s Home* 
 

 

Please bring a side dish to share,  a wrapped white elephant  
gift to exchange, and a non-perishable food item to donate to 
the Houston Northwest Community Center Food Pantry.   
 

* Email Christine Kalmbach @ chrysalisgifts@yahoo.com for more 
details and/or directions.  To carpool, meet in the Bear Creek UMC 
parking lot for a 4:45pm departure.  Cars will return to BCUMC at 
7:30pm. 

 KidsRock is taking a break for the Christmas holidays.  Practice will 
resume Sunday, January 5, at 9:00-9:30am in FLC 214 as well as 5:00-
6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Children (5-year-olds to fifth graders) may 
attend either practice — or both! 
 KidsRock performs every third Sunday during the 9:40am or 11:00am 
worship service and throughout the year at special events.   

  

YOUTH GROUP ALERT! 
 

Because of the Christmas holidays, The  ATTIC (Amazing Teens To-
gether in Christ) will not meet  next Sunday, December 29.   

mailto:chrysalisgifts@yahoo.com


    Mothers Of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
     MOPS is a group of women with children 5 years       

  old and younger, who share a love for their families 
and enjoy fellowship with other moms going 
through the same (although very brief) journey in 
life. MOPS meets the second and fourth Monday of 
every month (during the school year), 9:30 to    
11:30am, in the Fellowship Hall, with a great MOP-   
PETS program available in the KidZone Nursery.     
Email Mary Jacqueline Atkinson and Mary Landis at         

  bcumcmops@gmail.com. 

Boy Scouts — Troop 827  

Prayers are requested for scout leaders to be guided 
for the program to be run for God’s Glory. Boy Scout 
Troop 827 meets at  7:00pm on  Tuesdays in Hope 1 -
2. For more information, call  Assistant Scoutmaster 
Richard Young at 281.859.1406.  

Energizers  
     Energizers, a group of active adults age 50-plus, who 
     enjoy gatherings that include day-long excursions.  
     The  next meeting is Friday, January 17, 10:00am in  
     the Fellowship Hall. Please call Dot McLaren at   
     έΧΩȢΪάάȢΧήίή, or Joyce Stewart at 281.ΪάΩȢΪίΩΨ. 

 

     Fellowship Friday, an outreach ministry of 
Energizers, is for persons who require daily care due to Alzheimer’s 
disease, dementia or other disabilities, while giving their caregivers 
some time off. The next Fellowship Friday is January 10 at ΧΦȡΦΦam-
ΧȡΩΦÐÍ in the Fellowship Hall. The theme will be Happy New Year and 
Classic Jazz, a small group of entertainers, will perform. Call Dot 
McLaren, έΧΩȢΪάάȢΧήίή, or Joyce Stewart at 281.463.4932.  

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
 

The deadline for submitting information for the Bear Creek Family News is 
noon Tuesday, 10 days prior to Thursday publication. Articles must be submit-
ted in writing, via email. Articles may be edited for content/length  and will 
be placed as space allows, or in order of event priority. Please email Vicki 
Thomson, vickit@bearcreekumc.org. 

 United Methodist Women (UMW)                                    

All women are invited to join!  Please visit  Bear Creek United  Meth- 
odist  Women on Facebook, see updates at bearcreekumc.org/ 
adults/women, or call the Bear Creek UMC office at 281.463.2330.    

               Elizabeth Circle  – TBA.  Contact: Amy Gray,     
     aepgray@hotmail.com.   

 Grace  Circle  – Thursday, January 23. Time and place 
TBA. Contact: Norma  Mushen, nmushen@yahoo.com. 

 

                                 Miriam Circle – Friday, January 3, for a field trip, 
   time and place TBA.  Contact: Virginia Fleming,  
   vafleming44@gmail.com.               

            Ruth  Circle – Thursday, January 9, 7:00pm,  at the   
      home of Deborah Rucker for 2014  planning  meeting. 

       Contact: Deborah Rucker, ggdr@earthlink.net.   

ADULT EDUCATION: Guests welcome! 
 

 
 

 

FAITHFUL DISCIPLES                Asbury 1    
Current Study:  TBA 
 

BETWIXT & BETWEEN                Hope 1 
Current Study:  Ezekiel, taught by Ron Hilton  

 

COVENANT                                               FLC 102  
Current Study:  Max Lucado's 3:16, led by Mike Terlouw  

 

CROSSTRAINERS               FLC 211  
Current Study: Revolutionary Parenting by George Barna, taught by 
Mary Jacqueline and Garrett Atkinson.  Find Cross Trainers  on 
Facebook under “Bear Creek UMC CrossTrainers.” 
 

FOUNDATIONS      FLC 101 
Current Study:  God’s Story, Your Story:  When His becomes yours by 
Max Lucado, taught by Terry Kelley 
 
 

GENESIS                     Hope 2  

Current Study:  Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam by James 
Moore  
NEW HOPE                   FLC 204 
Current Study: Advent conspiracy: can Christmas still change the 
world? led by Kathy Hammer  
 

SEEKERS   
Current Study:  Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren           FLC 212/213 
 

SERENITY                         Coke 1 
Current Study:  Jesus Is... by Judah Smith 
 

 

UNITED DISCIPLES            Asbury  2                                                               
Current Study:  Zealot by Reza Asian, taught by Sally Lehnert  
 

 
 
 

 
 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION          FH Library  

Current Study:  BASIC: What is the Church? by Francis Chan, a 
seven-part series of short films  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

          
 
 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY (January 8, 15)               FLC 102 
Namesake  by Jessica LaGrone, facilitated by Amber Woodman 
 

 
LADIES BIBLE STUDY (January 12– March 2)                FH Library 
James: Mercy Triumphs by Beth Moore, facilitated by  
Marilyn Wetzel 

Adult Studies 

 

Sunday Mornings                                                             9:30am 

 

Sunday Mornings                                                            11:00am 

Adult Sunday School Classes 

The Verge 
The Verge meets on Tuesdays in the Fellowship Hall at 
6:30pm. Child care is available and the HeBrews Coffee 
House is open. Join The Verge for food, fellowship, 
worship and conversation. Please contact Larry Tyree 
at 281.463.2330 or larryt@bearcreekumc.org.  

 

Young adults Group 
Young Adults (ages 19-35) meets in the Library to-
day, December 22, at 12:15pm for a lesson. Lunch  
will follow. Contact: Rachel Denson at rnden-
son@gmail.com or Spencer Hickman at  spen-
cerh@bearcreekumc.org.  

 

Wednesday Evenings                                                     7:00pm      

 

Sunday Evenings                                                             5:00pm      

        

           TODAY’S SERMON 
 

              It’s Only Christmas: Only Jesus 
            (common name) 


